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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

by Stacy Friling
Dear SWE-KC Members and Supporters,
It sure is a strange world we are living in right now,
and we hope this newsletter finds you safe and well.
Although some of the in-person events our section
typically puts on would be challenging to hold during
these times, we have not stopped connecting,
networking, and supporting each other. Since March,
SWE-KC has changed to all virtual events. We thank
everyone who has participated and assisted in
planning these events. SWE Talks, hosted by the SWE
Fellows, was originally supposed to be an in-person
event, and was modified to be a Zoom meeting. Our
guest speaker Julie Wellner gave insight to the KCI
renovation project. SWE-KC Movie Night, hosted by
Andrea Polk-Taffe, was held via Netflix which allowed
participants to chat with others while watching a
movie. The movie selected was called "Molly’s Game,"
which was excellent. In May, Stacy Friling and Andrea
Legreid hosted a virtual happy hour and scavenger
hunt via Zoom. Attendees were challenged to find
items in their house and the items were used to learn
more about each other. All in all, through challenging
times, SWE-KC had quite an impact.
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As many of you know, the national Society decided to postpone the WE Local Des Moines event
that was scheduled in April. Two of our members were recognized by receiving WE Local awards for
2020. Martha McCabe, Executive Director of the Kansas City STEM Alliance, was awarded the WE
Local 2020 Engaged Advocate Award which recognizes individuals for their contribution to the
overall advancement or acceptance of women in Engineering. Sneha Narayanan, Engagement
Manager for PricewaterhouseCoopers, was awarded the WE Local New ELiTE award which
recognizes individuals with outstanding technical performance, as well as leadership in SWE and
the community. A huge congratulations goes out to these powerful Kansas City women. We look
forward to their formal recognition at the rescheduled WE Local event in 2021.
As we continue to move forward and get closer to the transition to a new Executive Council, I want
to thank everyone for being flexible during these unprecedented times. SWE-KC has a lot to be
proud of! The transition will likely look a little different than normal and much support will be
necessary to aid the new team. The current executive council looks forward to the new faces of
SWE-KC and the wonderful impact they will make. Thank you to our members for voting and
supporting our mission. Please contact us anytime through our main email swe.kc.mail@gmail.com
if you have any ideas, suggestions, or comments. Our contact info and the new executive council’s
contact info is also located below, in case you would like to get in contact with anyone on the team
directly.
Sincerely,
Stacy Friling

"I want to thank
everyone for being
flexible during these
unprecedented
times. SWE-KC has a
lot to be proud of!"
—STACY FRILING,
SWE-KC FY20 PRESIDENT
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2020 WE LOCAL AWARD RECIPIENTS

WE Local
New ELiTE
Award

SNEHA NARAYANAN
Sneha is an Electrical and Biomedical
engineer with 8 years of experience.
She currently works at
PricewaterhouseCoopers as an
Engagement Manager in their
pharmaceutical and life sciences
advisory group.
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WE Local
Engaged Advocate
Award
MARTHA MCCABE

Martha is the Executive Director of the
Kansas City STEM Alliance. She has held
numerous awards throughout her career.
She was awarded the National AHEC
Organization Center of Excellence Award
for Health Professions Student Programs.
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IGED 2020

by Angie Ladwig
On February 21, 2020, KC SWE hosted their
10th annual Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day
(IGED) event. Over 300 female high school students
and over 150 professional female mentors joined for
a packed day of engineering exposure and
activities. In addition to an inspirational keynote
speech from Gena Williams, Director of Operations
Support at Sprint, and an industry fair and discipline
fair, students designed and created Astronaut
Landers, and then tested them in a competition with
other teams.
The IGED 2020 Planning Committee would like to
give thanks to all the wonderful mentors for
donating their time as well as their personal
commitment to promoting STEM. Many thanks also
go to the teachers, school counselors, volunteers
and corporate sponsors for their generous
donations of their time and support.
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SWE Talks hosts Julie Wellner, Wellner Architects
by Cheri J. Leigh

JULIE WELLNER, AIA
OWNER, WELLNER ARCHITECTS, INC.

IMAGES COURTESY OF SOM / AT CHAIN
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The Kansas City Fellows hosted a speaker in a new
format this year to accommodate the virus, as we
seem to be doing for everything in 2020. On April 2,
we learned about the development of the new single
terminal at KCI. Julie Wellner and her firm, Wellner
Architects, have been involved with projects with
the Kansas City Aviation Department for thirty
years. She was the logical choice for master
planning at the airport and finally with discussions
with the new single terminal in 2012.
Wellner Architects was on a larger team that
developed the scoping documents for the design
teams to propose and bid for the final design. This
included site selection, the proposed usage of the
existing facilities, and the layout of the new
terminal.
The new single terminal at KCI will be on one level for
departure and one level for arrival with one massive
parking garage conveniently across the entry and
departure access roads. A lot of consideration was
given to the public’s opinions on the layout of the
facility. The architectural team, including engineers,
plans the configuration of the space, the flow of
public through ticketing, security and departure, and
all back-of-house support facilities such as baggage
and utilities.
The new terminal will have simple lines with a high
volume of space and an abundance of glass on the
exterior. This is in stark contrast to our existing
terminals. The space will be easy to navigate and
include many restrooms, restaurants, and retail
spaces. Because the existing airport facilities will all
remain operational until the completion of the new
terminal and access roads, the transition is
sometimes inconvenient. However, the renderings
that she shared were quite stunning and showed an
airport we will be proud of. Completion is scheduled
for the spring of 2023.
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SWE-KC PAST EVENTS
MOCKTAILS & MINGLE:
KNOWLEDGE OF SWE

by Chelsea Pfaffly
As a part of the Mocktails & Mingle series, SWE’s
Leadership Coaching Committee member Abigail Wendt
discussed being a leader in and outside of SWE. Attendees
learned about traits of a leader and the opportunities to
lead within SWE at both the national and society level. The
application deadline for the national level FY21 committee
members has unfortunately passed; however, SWE-KC is
always looking for committee leaders and volunteers!

MEET & GREET: COOKIE PAIRING

by Stacy Friling
A fun time was had by all at the cookie and beer pairing
event at Limitless Brewing Company. Attendees grabbed
a drink at the bar and the cookies were provided by SWEKC. It was so fun to get to know and see everyone and
support a local brewery. The cookies were so tasty with
the ice cold brew!

UPCOMING EVENTS
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SWE-KC PAST EVENTS (CONTINUED)
VIRTUAL MOVIE NIGHT
by Andrea Polk-Taffe

SWE-KC held its first Netflix Party! In spite of some
technical difficulties, a few of us were able to
successfully log on to watch Molly’s Game. Molly’s
Game is the true story of Molly Bloom, a beautiful,
young, Olympic-class skier who ran the world's most
exclusive high-stakes poker game for a decade before
being arrested.
During the movie, SWE members chatted about
various scenes while watching the movie from the
comforts of our own homes!
SWE-KC will plan another Netflix Party in the near
future! Hope to see you there!

UPCOMING
EVENTS
VIRTUAL SCAVENGER HUNT
by Mandy Kelley
I had such a good time both participating
and seeing what others had found during the
virtual scavenger hunt. I joined mostly to
see how it worked and bring the idea to my
working team for some off-work bonding.
What I got was much more. I met new
women and learned about them. I’m so glad I
joined in.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
VIRTUAL GAME
NIGHT
JUNE 30
WE KC 2020
AUGUST 20-22
IGED JR
NOVEMBER
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REGISTRATION WILL BE OPENING SOON! DETAILS COMING TO:
SWE-KC.ORG/WEKC

KEEP UP WITH US ON THE WEB!
FOLLOW US: @SWEINKC
EMAIL: SWE.KC.MAIL@GMAIL.COM
WEBSITE: SWE-KC.ORG
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